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���� � It’s a good idea to scan through this entire document before starting work on your slideshow. 
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Before you produce your first PTE (Pictures to Exe) show, you need to do some preliminary work: 

1. Make sure that the pictures you wish to use are saved in jpg format at a suitable size for screen display 

(see below), and are all in the same folder. 

2. Choose the music you want to use and save it as an MP3 file using suitable software.   

Be careful not to breach copyright regulations.  You can obtain Royalty Free music from a number of 

sources – a good place to start is: http://www.beckhamdigital.co.uk/royaltyfreemusic.htm 

NB – it’s a very good idea to make sure that all your resized images and the music are kept together in a new 

folder for each individual slideshow: 
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Although a good specification, modern computer may be able to handle images straight from a digital camera; 

these will be much bigger than needed for screen display.  There are good reasons for resizing the images you 

are going to use in your slideshow: 

·  The show will run more reliably on other computers – you may wish to share your show with friends 

or use it on a club’s laptop. 

·  The final file size will be much smaller. 

·  You may wish to crop your images, or change their aspect ratio if this does not match your screen. 

 
� There are many alternative approaches to resizing images, depending on the software to use.  Here we will 

look at four alternatives: 

1. Resizing each individual image using Photoshop or Photoshop Elements 

2. Using Photoshop or Photoshop Elements’ Crop tool 

3. Speeding-up the process using some of the automation tools available with later versions of 

Photoshop. 

4. Using Lightroom Export. 

5. Use a resizing program such as "PIXresizer" - free from: 

http://pixresizer.en.softonic.com/ 
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Use Image > Image Size 

(Image >Resize > Image Size if using 

Elements). 

Choose a suitable image size to suit your 

screen resolution.   

For many users, this will be  

1024 x 768 pixels although other sizes are 

becoming more popular. 

The UK  National Championship uses 

1400 x 1050 pixels. 

 

It might be wise to settle on 1400 x 1050 pixels 

for future compatibility. 
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To find your current screen settings, click on: 

Start > Control Panel > Display then choose the “Settings” tab. 

 

Alternatively, simply right-click on a blank area of desktop and choose "screen resolution" (Windows 7) or 

"Properties" then "Settings" on Windows XP. 
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If your images are not in the correct proportions for your screen or projector display, you’ll need to crop them.  

In this case, you can set the dimensions of the crop tool to be 1400 pixels x 1050 pixels (or whatever size you 

need) before cropping.  
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If you have Photoshop CS2 or later versions, you’ll find two very useful options: 

1. File > Automate > Fit image is an alternative way of resizing images conveniently. 

2. File > Scripts > Export Layers to Files is very useful because you can build your show in layers then 

export each layer on its own to make the final show.  I find this particularly useful for constructing 

title sequences. 
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Save your pictures using:  

File > Save As 

and select jpg format 

While a fairly new computer will 

be able to handle larger files, with 

older machines it might be 

necessary to use a lower quality 

setting. 
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Getting all your images to the correct size and saving them in JPG format can take quite some time.  The good 

news is that the process can be automated (in Photoshop or Elements) using Actions and Batch Processing. 

Details of these can be found on the Bishopthorpe Camera Club Website at: 

http://www.bishopthorpe-camera-club.com/Resources/pdf_files/Actions_Batch_Photoshop.pdf 
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If you use Lightroom it's very easy to set-up an 

Export Preset.  This screenshot shows the setting I 

use.  If your computer is let's say past it's use-by date, 

you may wish to use a lower quality setting in the 

"File Settings" options.  With current machines, the 

maximum quality jpegs work OK. 

 

Once you've done this, any number of images from 

your Lightroom Catalogue can be selected and copies 

prepared for your slideshow automatically! 
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Having opened PTE, choose  

File > New  

and enter a name for your project. 

 

At this point it’s a good idea to 

save the project in the project file 

you set up earlier. 
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PTE offers a number of alternative 

screen views layouts, accessed via 

the View menu. 

You may wish to experiment with 

the various layout styles available. 

It’s useful to have “File Tree” 

ticked, as this makes it much easier 

to navigate through your files and 

folders. 
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� This is a standard view, with thumbnails for both the slide panel and slide list. 
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Having chosen the folder of 

images you want to use, simply 

right-click on any one of them to 

see the options shown here. 

The easiest way to proceed is to 

choose "Add All Files to Project". 

The images will then appear in the 

slide list at the bottom of the 

screen. 
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� In the following pages, we will look at how to: 

·  add music to your slideshow  
·  change the order in which the pictures appear 
·  choose slide transition effects 
·  customise the screen appearance 
·  produce the final “exe” file – the complete, stand-alone slideshow 
·  make a zip-file to conveniently back-up all the work you have done. 

 
Most of this work will be done using “Project Options”, accessed via the Project Menu or the button at the 
bottom of the screen: 
 

 
 

Of the various Project Options,  the Main, Advanced, Music and Effects tabs are the most important. 
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The options here are fairly straightforward. 

The main things to set are: 

·  what to do when the show ends 

·  whether to “Synchronise music and slides” – 

this is usually a good option to choose, at least 

to get you started. 
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By opting to hide the mouse cursor, you will ensure that 

your show is not ruined by the white arrow of the mouse 

cursor appearing on your slides. 

 

You can choose to show each image for as long as you 

wish by choosing "Wait for a key press".  In this case, my 

preference is to set the Left mouse button option to "next 

slide" and the Right mouse button to "Previous slide". 
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To add music, simply click on the “Add” button then 

browse to your music or sound track. 

NB this should normally be in mp3 format in order to 

keep the final file size down. 

The other two buttons highlighted here provide a lot of 

control of the music.  For more information on these, see 

the Help file provided on the PTE website. 
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PTE provides a large number of transition effects. 

Traditional workers have used fades and this is still a 

good first choice. 

The default duration, 1.5 seconds is rather quick and you 

may prefer to use a larger number. 

 

Experiment with the "Thickness of smoothing line" - it 

can make a big difference to the smoothness of the 

transitions. 

You can clear all transition effects using the button 

highlighted. 
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At this stage you will want to see the results of all this 

work.  Click on the Preview button to find out.  
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Now you might want to do some “fine-tuning”.  Perhaps you might like to alter the slide order or customise the 

transitions between the slides. 

Choose the View menu then 

choose "Fullscreen View of Slide 

List" or simply use the shortcut 

key f4. 

 

You can then rearrange the images, 

just as though they were 

transparencies on a light box. 

 

�

 

The slider shown allows you to alter the size of the thumbnails. 

The length of the transition is shown (AB) as is the individual slide duration. 
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1. You will, of course, save your project at regular intervals as you work. 

2. To create the final, self-contained, slideshow use the “Publish” menu or button. 

 

 

NB – the .exe file cannot be edited once it is produced, so it’s a very good idea to keep the original images, 

music and .pte file together in a folder, even after you think you have finished.  If you don’t it’s a safe bet that 

you will want to edit your show at some time in the future.  Without these files, you will have to start again 

from the very beginning! 

PTE will even sort this out for you:  Choose: File > Create Backup in ZIP: 

 

 
 

This will make a ZIP file that contains everything needed to remake your show. 
 


