Using Lightroom 2 to prepare files for a Pictures to Exe Slideshow

Selecting
images to use
in the show.

Adobe Photoshop Lightroom is a great tool for preparing images that are
to be used in a slideshow. Of course, Lightroom has its own Slideshow
module which is adequate for displaying images but is not intended for
production of AV presentations such as those from “Pictures to Exe”.

The features of Lightroom that are most helpful in this respect are:

1. The use of the quick collection and the ability to define other
collections.

2. The ability to create virtual copies so that the original images are
not changed.

3. The flexibility of the crop tool in Lightroom.

4. Using Export to produce the jpeg images needed for the show, at
the correct size, with the correct display profile and with the
appropriate amount of sharpening.

How to use these features is the substance of this tutorial.

1. Using grid mode in the Library (shortcut key G), Ctrl-click on the
images you wish to use and press the B key. This adds the images to
the “quick collection”.

2. Should you make a mistake; a second press of the B-key removes a
selected image from the quick collection.

3. Select all of the images in the quick collection (shortcut Ctrl A).
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Prepare a
“regular”
Collection of
the selected
images.

1.

Clicking on the + sign next
to “Collections” opens the
dialogue box shown below.

In this example, I’ve named
the new collection as
“Rievaulx Abbey
Slideshow”.

Ticking “Include selected
photos” & “Make new
virtual copies” ensures that
all the selected images (from
the quick collection) are
included as copies. This
means that the original
images remain untouched.

Name: [Rievaulx- Abbey-Slideshow
set: [tone =l

Collection Cptions -
¥ Indude selected photos

7 Make new virtual copses

T

The "turned-
corner” indicates
a virtual copy
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Crop to
chosen aspect
ratio.

The crop tool can be
accessed using the
keyboard shortcut R.

For display using a 1024 x
768 pixel projector, a 4 x 3
crop is appropriate.

Once the crop size has been
set, the image can be
dragged behind the
cropping marks for “fine
tuning” its position.

To get a vertical crop from
a landscape image, see
below.

If the corner-handle s
drogged across,
eventually the erop will
turn to the vertical

1xl
2% 3
4o
4% 6

e
Sx10
g.5x11

Enter Cuskarm, ..

514 x 453
453 x 514

As the crop tool is dragged across the screen, the aspect will flip from
landscape to portrait format.

page 3 of 6

12/11/2009



Using Lightroom 2 to prepare files for a Pictures to Exe Slideshow

Exporting the
selected
images in jpeg
format.

The result of dragging the right-hand crop guide to the left...

1. Once the images in the collection have been cropped as required, the
final step is to export these.

In Library view (shortcut R), select all of the images (Ctrl A) then
click the Export button at the foot of the left-hand panel.

2. This brings up the large dialogue box shown below.
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4r

Note the ~
points 1, 2, 3 I~ Files on Disk

& 4. A

1 Export To: ISpeciﬁc folder ﬂ

Folder: C:\Documents and Settings\Owner\Desktop ¥ Choose... |

I Putin Subfolder:  [Images-for-Slideshaw

[T Add to This Catalog

Existing Files: |.ﬁ.sk what to do ;i
W File Naming
Template; IFilename ﬂ
Custam Text | Skark Murmnber: I_
Example: 20081025-_AZ254289.jpg
¥ File Settings
2 Format: [PEG =] Quaity ———/}— [ &
Color Space: IsRGB j
¥ Image Sizing
3 ¥ ResizetoFit:  [Width & Height ~| ¥ Don'tEnlarge
w: | 1024 H: |78 Ipixels j Resolution: |72 Ipixels per inch ﬂ

¥ Output Sharpening

4 ¥ Sharpen Far: IScreen j Amount; |Standard j

¥ Metadata

[¥ Minimize Embedded Metadata
[ Write Keywards as Lightroom Hierarchy

[™ add Copyright Watermark

¥ Post-Processing

After Export; |DD nathing :J

Application: Choose an application. .. ¥ TR |

< |

Once these settings have been entered, it is possible to save them as a
preset for next time...
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Preset Name: IFur Slideshow|

Folder: I User Presets ;I

Create I Cancel |

click "Add" to
save the preset

Add i Hemnye |

That’s the
preparation
completed.

¥
TRV Sl g LTk
Images all resized to fit 1024 x 768 px,

appraprately sharpened and the celaur
prafile set to sRGB for projection.

Q page 6 of 6 12/11/2009



